
The floods of 2011 created devastation for many peo-
ple across the state of Montana (and Idaho).  Recon-
struction and repair will continue, perhaps for several 
years, as we try to bring some semblance of normality 
back to our precious river and stream corridors.  
Homeowners and farmers are putting their lives back 
together and restoring homes and farm infrastruc-
ture.  Government workers and others are designing 
fixes to irrigation systems, bridges, riverbanks, and 
roads. 

But there is an intriguing natural repair that is appear-
ing on river and stream bottoms everywhere there 
was high water.  It appears that nature has offered a 
means to protect those riverbanks the next time na-
ture herself unleashes another year like 2011. 

Cottonwood tree seedlings have jumped out of the 
new sediment deposits and bared-off hay and crop 
fields to carpet large acreages along the Musselshell, 
Yellowstone, Missouri, and other river floodplains.  
This year’s dramatic response to a large-scale flood 
event, combined with the fact that Montana’s cotton-
wood forests are largely the same age, indicates that 
cottonwood regeneration on many rivers over the 
years has probably been “episodic.”  It doesn’t hap-

pen at a significant scale very often.  Large floods 
along our rivers and their tributaries make it happen. 

Why should we protect and manage this new crop of 
cottonwoods as a buffer along the waterways?  Be-
cause cottonwoods and other riparian trees and 
shrubs are critical components of healthy stream sys-
tems.  Here are a few of the things cottonwoods and 
other woody plants do for us and other creatures: 

protect streambanks from erosion with their dense 
root systems 

slow down and soak up flood waters across the 
floodplain, resulting in less water rushing down-
stream 

capture and store sediment and nutrients – enriching 
our floodplain soils and protecting water quality 

provide diverse wildlife habitat for bald eagles, her-
ons, migratory birds and cavity-nesters, such as 
woodpeckers, owls, and some song birds 

provide cool, shaded water for fish and other aquatic 
organisms 

(continued on page 2…) 

This spring, IDFG will develop a new State Fisheries 
Management Plan and new fishing rules. The Man-
agement Plan will cover the period from 2013-2018 
and the rules will cover the period 2013-2014.  
 
The Priest Lake fishery is a hot topic this year.  The 

current management plan states IDFG will manage 

Priest Lake for trophy lake trout (mackinaw) and man-

age Upper Priest Lake to restore native fish by annual 

removal of lake trout.  

 

The upcoming management plan will determine 

whether IDFG manages both lakes for lake trout and 

abandons efforts to maintain cutthroat and bull trout in 

Upper Priest Lake or; alternatively, IDFG begins a large-

scale effort to suppress lake trout and restore the native 

trout and kokanee fisheries in both lakes.  

 

Other topics being considered in the upcoming manage-

ment plan and rules are a return to trophy management 

of rainbow trout and a limited kokanee fishery on Pend 

Oreille and cutthroat harvest in the Coeur d’Alene 

drainage.  Anglers interested in the rules and manage-

ment are encouraged to contact IDFG, if they were 

unable to attend the public meetings. Contact Jim 
Fredericks,  IDFG @  208-769-1414. 
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“The mission of the Pack River Watershed Council  

is to improve water quality and riparian habitat in 

 the Pack River watershed for people, fish , and  

wildlife through education, collaboration,  and  

cooperative projects.” 

 

Thanks to Avista Watershed Council Funding, we are         
able to print and distribute this newsletter. 

 

The Pack River Watershed Council 
c/o Bonner SWCD 
1224 Washington Ave., Suite 101 
Sandpoint, ID 83864 
208-263-5310 

Pack River Watershed Council     

For more information about the Pack River Watershed Council   
contact Jessica Erickson, Watershed Coordinator (208) 255-5545 

Pack River Watershed Council     

The Pack River Watershed Council 
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Sandpoint, ID 83864 
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“Any river is really 

the summation of 

the whole valley. 

To think of it as 

nothing but water 

is to ignore the 

greater part..” 

 

~ Hal Borland; This 

Hill, This Valley 

Pack River Temperature Monitoring 
2012 Project Proposal 

 Cottonwood Regeneration continued... 

add large woody debris to the waterway – 
providing cover for fish 

add terrestrial insects, which feeds fish 

add organic matter fueling the food chain in 
smaller streams 

Fish and wildlife don’t have a monopoly on the 
benefits provided by cottonwoods.  Many live-

stock producers rely on cottonwood 
forests for protective cover during se-
vere weather.  “Banking” a good share 
of this year’s flood-induced cottonwood 
crop will provide future generations of 
ranchers some storm cover for their 
herds.  Since many of our existing cot-
tonwood forests in Montana are domi-
nated by old and dying trees, we need 
to act now to regenerate these riparian 
forests for our children and grandchil-
dren. 

As landowners prepare now to disk down or spray 
these little cottonwoods, I hope they think twice 
about the tree’s potential to buffer the damage 
from future large floods and give the watershed 
resilience: the ability to recover rapidly after a big 
disturbance.  The USDA Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, conservation districts, and other 
watershed groups can provide technical assis-
tance, helping people plan for cottonwood re-
growth and riparian area management. There is 
financial assistance available to farmers through 
NRCS and the Farm Service Agency to offset the 
costs of installing conservation practices, and in 
some cases, pay for the buffer you’ve provided for 
the public good for years to come. For conserva-
tion planning assistance, please contact your local 
NRCS or conservation district office. 

*Written by Joyce Swartzendruber                                 
State Conservationist                                                           
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service                
Bozeman, MT   

mize the effectiveness of these habitat enhance-
ment efforts by monitoring key habitat features 
such as water temperature and fish abundance.   

The implementation of the proposed project would 
include establishment of water temperature moni-
toring sites throughout the Pack River watershed.  
Site locations would be distributed throughout the 
Pack River and its associated tributaries.  Water 
temperature would be monitored using remote 
temperature loggers placed for year round meas-
urement at key locations.   

If approved, this project would support efforts to 
restore and enhance habitat for native fish in the 
Pack River watershed.  Temperature monitoring 
would also provide a mechanism for detecting 
long term change in association with ongoing 
habitat improvement. 

Idaho Department of Fish and Game in partnership 
with the Pack River Watershed Council has pro-
posed a project to monitor water temperatures in 
the Pack River and its key tributaries to identify 
stream channels, or segments of stream channels, 
limited in their ability to support salmonids due to 
high water temperatures. 

The Pack River watershed is the second largest 
tributary system to Lake Pend Oreille and supports 
a variety of native and non-native fish species in-
cluding bull trout and westslope cutthroat trout.  
Fish habitat in the Pack River watershed is im-
paired by an excess of  fine sediment, lack of large 
woody debris to create pools and cover, and ele-
vated temperatures resulting from loss of shade.  

As habitat improvement projects are completed 
which address the limiting factors in the Pack River 
watershed, it is important to understand and maxi-

T h e  R i v e r  R a n g e r  

Regenerating cottonwoods 

AIS Boat Inspection Stations 
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Bonner Soil and Water Conservation District will be open-
ing two boat inspection stations again this year to monitor 
for aquatic invasive species (AIS). One will be set up at 
Oldtown and the other one will be at the Samuels Service 
Station.  They will both be open 7 days a week, from 7 am 
to 7 pm, and are funded through the Idaho Invasive Spe-
cies Program. Stations will be open May 24th through La-
bor Day weekend.   
 
Mussels have already been detected on six boats coming 
into the state of Idaho since February 1st.  Three were from 
the Great Lakes (I-90 corridor), two from Lake Mead 
(southern Idaho border), and one from Lake Pleasant 
(southern Idaho border).  Inspection stations on Idaho’s 
southern and eastern borders were opened earlier to help 
screen boat traffic coming from waters infested with mus-
sels. 

 
 

IDAH2O Snapshot Sampling Event. Call Jessica, Watershed Coordinator if you are interested...255-5545 

Annual Water Festival. An educational  event for Bonner Counties fifth graders. 

Water Quality Monitoring, 9:00 am @ Hwy 200 Bridge over the Pack River 

Water Quality Monitoring, 9:00 am @ Hwy 200 Bridge over the Pack River 

Let us know if there is a topic you are interested in seeing in the River Ranger. If you would rather receive our 
newsletter by e-mail,  please contact Jessica , Watershed Coordinator at yogini_jess @yahoo.com. 

May 17 

May 17-18 

May 27 

June 24 

 

Opportunities... 

“We forget that 

the water cycle 

and the life cycle 

are one.” 

 

~ Jacques 

Cousteau, 

Oceanographer 

Milfoil survey 

NRCS Cost-Share Programs 
 

Applications for cost-share programs with Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) are being taken for 
the 2013 program year.   Applications for the 2012 season 
through the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) are still 
being taken.  If you are interested, please contact Greg 
Becker, NRCS . 
 

Contact information: 
 
Greg Becker, District Conservationist                                 
Natural Resources Conservation Service  
1224 Washington Ave., Suite 101  
Sandpoint, ID 83864  
208-263-5310  x104 

Support your local community… Six Rivers Market 
Six Rivers Market is a local cooperative where producers 
and consumers can come together on a weekly basis to 
buy and sell local products from across the Idaho Panhan-
dle. Six Rivers Market's mission is to preserve and promote 
local agriculture while providing the community with a 
vibrant and convenient year-round home-grown food 

source. Customers shop online from 7:00 am Friday 
through 5:00 pm Monday each week and then pick up 
their order at DI LUNA'S (207 CEDAR ST) on the following 
Wednesday. For more information visit their website at 
www.SixRiversMarket.org.  


