
What are Invasive Species? * 
 
Invasive species are harmful, non-native plants, ani-
mals, and pathogens that damage our economy and 
environment. “Invasive species” escape their original 
or intended ecological niche to habitats where they 
may grow and spread un-
controllably. Once there, 
they cause harm, whether 
to Idaho’s economy, to 
human health, or to our 
state’s natural world. 
 
Unfortunately, as worldwide 
commerce and travel in-
crease, so does the threat 
that unwanted species will 
arrive in our state or spread 
to areas where they are not 
now found. Idaho is not 
alone in facing these threats 
and there is growing na-
tional awareness of the 
need to prevent and control invasive species. 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Threats in Idaho 
 
Aquatic invasive species pose a threat to our water-
ways, fisheries, and recreation in Idaho. There are 
several invasive species of concern in Idaho. These 
include Eurasian Watermilfoil, Zebra/Quagga mussels, 

New Zealand mudsnails, Hydrilla, and Brazilian Elodea. 
For this reason, the Idaho Invasive Species Fund (IISF) 
was created to fund watercraft inspection and wash 
stations to prevent further damage to our waterways.  
 

Sticker Purchase 
 
Under the Invasive Species 
Law, all motorized water-
craft not registered in Idaho 
and all non-motorized wa-
tercraft (canoe, kayak, raft, 
drift boat, etc.) must have 
an IISF sticker to legally 
launch in Idaho. Any water-
craft registered in Idaho 
already includes the fee, and 
a separate IISF sticker is not 
needed.  
 
The fee for out-of-state 
motorized vessels is $22, 
and $7 for non-motorized 

vessels. IISF stickers are available in person at any 
Idaho Dept. of Parks and Recreation office or at sev-
eral local retailers and marinas. The stickers may also 
be purchased online at:  
w w w . i n v a s i v e s p e c i e s . i d a h o . g o v ,  o r 
www.parksandrecreation.idaho.gov, or by mail.  
 
* Information from www.invasivespecies.idaho.gov 

When working or playing in Idaho’s waters, you can 
do some simple things to reduce the chances of mov-
ing aquatic nuisance species (ANS). Knowing which 
waters contain these species is not as important as 
making the following things a habit: 
 

Inspect all exposed surfaces – small mussels feel 
like sandpaper 

Wash the boat thoroughly with high pressure/
hot water 

Remove all plant and animal material 

Drain all water and dry all areas 

Dispose of all bait 

Wait five days and keep boat dry between 
launches 

Early Detection is the Key 
 
To protect Idaho from invasive species, it is important 
to stop new outbreaks before they start. By the time 
an invader is easily noticeable and begins to cause 
damage, it is often too late. It can be difficult and 
expensive to remove an established invader. How-
ever, by detecting new outbreaks early and acting 
quickly to control them, we can avoid many of the 
environmental and economic losses caused by inva-
sive species.  
 
Report potential invasive species you've found by 
calling the Idaho Invasive Species Hotline at 1-877-336-
8676. 
 
* Information from www.invasivespecies.idaho.gov 
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“Nature does not 

hurry, yet 

everything is 

accomplished.” 

 

~ Loa Tzu 

Down the Pack River... 

 IDAH2O Master Water Stewards Program 

Maintaining Idaho’s water quality is 
not only important for the citizens 
that rely on it for a drinking source, 
but also to the state economy that 
depends on the wildlife it supports. 
Consistent monitoring on these 
bodies of water is necessary to 
ensure these needs are being met. 
Because of the ever-decreasing 
resources available to conduct such 
monitoring, Idaho is looking to its 
most valuable resource—the hard-
working people that have a vested 
interest in the integrity of Idaho’s 
water quality. 

 
University of Idaho Extension, in partnership with 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, is 
developing a Master Water Steward program for 
the state of Idaho. Much like other ‘Master’ pro-
grams, volunteers participate in training sessions 
and then devote volunteer hours back to the pro-
gram in the form of monitoring targeted sites 
throughout Idaho. The data collected from this 
program will then be used to better inform citizens 
about watershed health.  

IDAH2O water quality stewards are each assigned a 
sampling site to conduct regular water quality 
analysis. Parameters that may be included in this 
analysis are:  Nutrients, dissolved oxygen, pH, tem-
perature, sediment, and bacteria. 
 
All stewards are supplied with the knowledge and 
the tools to conduct these tests. It is then the re-
sponsibility of the steward to report results back to 
the IDAH2O data management system. IDAH2O will 
maintain your supply of testing materials as long as 
your monitoring site stays active.  
 
Workshops include a background on Idaho water 
quality, how to test water quality parameters, and 
how to adopt your own monitoring site. The first 
workshop is scheduled for October 8, 2010. The 
workshop will be from 8:00 am until 5:00 and will 
include both classroom and field instruction. The 
cost of the course is $20 and includes lunch. 
 
Join IDAH2O today and begin to assist in achieving 
Idaho water quality goals! As a certified IDAH2O 
steward, you obtain access to valuable resources 
that will help you strengthen your monitoring pro-
gram.  Contact the PRWC  if you are interested and 
would like more information! 

 

T h e  R i v e r  R a n g e r  

Failing banks add  

nutrients to the river 

Lunch break on the Pack River 



Pack River Delta Restoration Project 
Vegetation Monitoring 
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The Pack River Delta Restoration Project is a cooperative 
effort implemented by Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) to 
restore and protect the delta wetlands.   The project in-
cluded building log vanes, root-wad roughness structures, 
and engineered log jams to reduce erosion and encourage 
natural sedimentation. These structures were installed 

with a combination of soil bioengineering solutions includ-
ing fascines, willow bundles, and pole plantings. This was 
followed by a large scale revegetation effort in which vol-
unteers planted native grasses, woody and herbaceous 
plants. The project was completed late last summer. 
 
This summer, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game 
invited interested members of the Pack River Watershed 
Council and other interested parties to join Kathy Cousins, 

IDFG Mitigation Biologist, in monitoring the vegetation on 
the Pack River delta project this August.  The monitoring 
grids were marked out at the end of July, and monitoring 
within the grids began the first week of August.  The sche-
matic diagrams show the location of the eight islands, and 
an example of a monitoring grid for Island 8.   Basically, all 
planted vegetation was inventoried within each 25 meter 
grid. 
 
Kathy Cousins lead a small group of interested PRWC folks 
on August 9th for vegetation monitoring. Volunteers were 
prepared with gloves and a small trowel to help remove 
any weeds such as tansy or thistle. Everyone was trained in 
the basic process of mapping all existing and planted vege-
tation as well as documenting the condition of each of the 
plantings. It was a beautiful day and lunch was enjoyed out 
on the islands. Overall, the revegetation effort appeared 
to be very successful and weeds were quite scant. 
 
Anyone wishing to volunteer for future vegetation moni-
toring is encouraged to contact Jessica Erickson, PRWC 
Watershed Coordinator, at (208) 255-5545 to coordinate a 
trip. For further information, contact Kathy Cousins at the 
IDFG Panhandle Region Office in Coeur d’Alene, at (208) 
769-1414.  

Water Quality Monitoring, 9:00 am @ Hwy 200 Bridge over the Pack River 
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Water Quality Monitoring, 9:00 am @ Hwy 200 Bridge over the Pack River 

Let us know if there is a topic you are interested in seeing in the River Ranger or if you would like to 
submit an article about your land and relationship with your watershed.  Please contact Jessica, PRWC 
Watershed Coordinator (208) 255-5545.   
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Opportunities... 

“Humankind has 

not woven the 

web of life. We 

are but one 

thread within it. 

Whatever we do 

to the web, we 

do to ourselves. 

All things are 

bound together.  

All things 

connect.” 

 

~ Chief Seattle, 

1855 

Monitoring grid for Island 8 

Pack River Delta Restoration Project 



Tri-State Water Quality Council 

101 N. 4th Ave. 

Sandpoint, ID 83864 

208-265-9092 

 

Bonner Soil & Water Conservation District  

& NRCS  

1224 Washington Ave., Suite 101 

Sandpoint, ID 83864 

208-263-5310 

“The mission of the Pack River Watershed Council  

is to improve water quality and riparian habitat in 

 the Pack River watershed for people, fish , and  

wildlife through education, collaboration,  and  

cooperative projects.” 

 

Thanks to Avista Watershed Council Funding, we are         
able to print and distribute this newsletter 

 

The Pack River Watershed Council 

c/o Bonner SWCD 

1224 Washington Ave., Suite 101 

Sandpoint, ID 83864 

208-263-5310 

Pack River Watershed Council     

For more information about the Pack River Watershed Council   

contact Jessica Erickson, Watershed Coordinator (208) 255-5545 
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